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There’s nothing like a design challenge to 
get creativity and scientific thinking going! 
Last week Mr. Reily challenged our students 
to build an 11” structure with just paper and 
tape to support a pretty heavy science 
textbook.  In teams, students planned, 
budgeted their materials, and constructed 
structures--that mostly worked.  But even 
more importantly, teams worked together 
collaboratively.  It was a great start to 
STEAM in 3rd grade! 
 

 
 
Studying wordless texts is a perfect 
opportunity to figure out how stories work 
without being bogged down with decoding 
words.  Last week students “read” texts 
carefully to map the progress of a story and 
many commented on the value of multiple 
readings.  It’s such fun to hear what they 
notice and understand when asked to think 
carefully about the stories they read! 
Students are also learning how to read and 
analyze informational text.  Currently, we 

are studying why people participate in 
government.  Students practiced annotating 
what they have read using symbols and 
writing notes in the margins of the text. 
 
Did you know that beginning last week and 
continuing through the 19th, our daily date 
(in numeric form) is a palindrome?  (Ask 
your child to explain a palindrome--they 
occur in numbers and words!)  Exploring 
patterns is an important mathematical 
practice--encourage your child to search out 
patterns everywhere!  We also learned that 
a quotient is the answer that you get after 
you divide one number by another number. 
Students practiced dividing numbers into 
equal shares.  This real-life skill is easy to 
practice at home...with grapes, blocks, pizza 
slices and more! 
 
Being a responsible digital citizen is 
important. We are fortunate that 
commonsensemedia.org provides 
resources for teaching digital citizenship to 
our students.  (They also have great parent 
resources--you may want to check it out!) 
In a lesson called Words can Hurt, we 
learned what to do if someone uses mean 
or hurtful language on the internet or in real 
life.  Ask your child if they can tell you what 
the acronym S-T-O-P stands for. (S-T-O-P 
stands for step away, tell a trusted adult, ok 
sites, and pause and think awhile).  
 
2nd and 3rd graders participate in Cardio 
Club on Tuesday mornings right after school 
starts.  If you’d like to mark cards or 
run/walk with students, you are welcome to 
join us! 
 

 
 

If there is no struggle, there is not progress.  Frederick Douglass 
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